Division  II  National  Championship 

No.  2  Northwest  (14-0)  vs.  No.  1  Grand  Valley  State  (14-0) 


Saturday,  Dec.  16  11  a.m. 

Where: 

Braly  Municipal  Stadium, 
Florence,  Ala. 
Coverage: 
ESPN2,  KXCV,  90.5  FM 


Norlhw.P't  Thomo*  Smith 
photo  by  behby  toyU 
aidttonl  photograph* 


(hand  VoSny  w id.  UMlrti  Math  Cohn 
photo  coortoty  ai  Grand  Volny  Stow 


i  «hr\  -t'  *»  ri*  »«»(«'«“»  -v'*’- 


nwMissourian 


Presort  Standard 
U.S.  Postage 
Paid 

Maryville,  MO 
Permit  215 


12  /  14  /  06 


CONVERGING  CAMPUS  &  COMMUNITY 


Northwest  hopes  to  avoid 
falling  to  Grand  Valley...aga 


Division  II  National  Championship 

No.  2  Northwest  (14-0)  vs.  No.  1  Grand  Valley  State  (14-0) 


Saturday,  Dec.  16  11  a.m 

Where; 

Braly  Municipal  Stadium, 
Florence,  Ala. 
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CORNERBACK  CHRIS  LeFlore  puts  up  four  fingers  Sunday,  signifying  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  quarter. 
LeFlore  and  the  'Cats  are  also  headed  to  their  fourth  national  championship  in  school  history. 


we  met  before? 


Brett  Barger 
Assistant  Sports  Editor 

After  Northwest  players  walked  off 
the  field  in  last  year's  national  champi¬ 
onship  loss,  they  completed  a  historical 
playoff  march. 

After  sneaking  into  the  playoffs, 
the  Bearcats  won  four  conscmtive  road 
playoff  games,  setting  up  a  David  vs. 
Goliath  match  up  with  undefeated 
Grand  Valley  State. 

With  a  win  Saturday  at  Braly  Munic¬ 
ipal  Stadium  in  Florence,  Ala.,  North¬ 
west  will  become  Goliath. 

A  rematch,  14  games  in  the  making 
will  occur  when  No.  2  Northwest  meets 
No.  1  Grand  Valley  State  Saturday  for  the 
Division  II  National  Championship. 

"Not  very  many  people  get  second 
chances  and  this  is  our  second  chance," 
said  senior  defensive  end  Ryan  Waters. 
"It's  our  last  go  around... we  can't  let 
this  one  go." 

Quarterback  Josh  Mathews  said 
he  is  looking  forward  to  his  first  cham¬ 
pionship  start.  Through  Northwest's 
first  three  playoff  games,  Mathews  has 
thrown  for  713  yards  and  four  touch¬ 
downs.  Last  year,  Mathews  backed  up 
Josh  Lamberson. 

"It's  what  every  kid  dreams  of... 
it's  really  an  indescribable  feeling," 
Mathews  said.  "To  be  honest  with  you, 
it  really  hasn't  sunk  in  that  that's  where 
we're  headed  (National  Champion¬ 
ship)." 

Northwest  (14-0)  skated  through 
the  Division  II  playoffs  allowing  24 
total  points,  while  keeping  in  check  one 
of  three  Harlon  Hill  trophy  finalists.  In 


the  quarterfinal  round,  they  held  prolific 
NCAA  rusher  Danny  Woodhead  to  a 
career  low  16  yards.  During  the  regular 
season,  the  Bearcats  held  Pittsburg  Stale 
running  back  Germaine  Race,  another 
Harlon  Hill  finalist,  to  68  yards. 

In  order  to  complete  the  trifccta,  the 
defense  looks  to  shut  down  Grand  Val¬ 
ley  quarterback  Cullen  Finnerty. 

"He  (Finnerty)  throws  a  good  ball, 
but  he  really  is  going  to  hurt  us  with 
his  feet,  so  we've  got  to  contain  him," 
Waters  said. 

This  season,  Finnerty  has  thrown  for 
40  touchdowns  and  has  seven  rushing 
touchdowns.  In  last  year's  title  game, 
Finnerty  had  two  rushing  touchdowns 
and  a  passing  touchdown,  which  proved 
to  be  the  game-winner. 

"He's  really  stepped  up  his  game 
to  a  whole  new  level,"  Grand  Valley 
coach  Chuck  Martin  said.  "He  takes  a 
lot  of  pride  in  being  the  leader  of  our 
offense  and  being  the  leader  of  our 
football  team." 

Northwest  coach  Mel  Tjeerdsma 
said  it's  hard  to  gauge  whether  Grand 
Valley,  which  has  won  27  straight  games, 
is  better  than  the  team  his  Bearcats  faced 
last  year. 

"They're  as  balanced  as  they  were 
last  year,"  Tjeerdsma  said.  "I  think 
they're  passing  game  is  a  little  more 
potent  this  year  and  (Cullen)  Finnerty 
is  a  senior  and  he's  their  guy." 

Finnerty  has  spread  the  ball  well 
this  year,  but  his  favorite  target  has 
been  Eric  Fowler.  Fowler  leads  the  team 
with  76  catches  for  1,598  yards  and  21 
touchdowns. 

Fowler,  who  finished  with  two 


catcF.es  in  last  year's  game,  said  North¬ 
west's  ability  to  sub  in  different  players 
will  make  his  job  difficult. 

"I've  seen  a  bunch  of  players,  They 
got  about  eight  or  nine  guys  that  they 
rotate  in  that  corner.  It's  kind  of  hard  to 
tell  who's  playing  when  or  who's  start¬ 
ing.  They  got  a  bunch  of  athletes." 

Grand  Valley's  defense  gives  up 
15.6  points  per  game  and  is  led  by 
Michael  McFadden.  McFaddcn  is  a 
Gene  Upshaw  Award  finalist,  which 
honors  the  top  lineman  in  Division  II 
football.  He  enters  the  championship 
with  7.0  sacks  and  12.5  tackles  for  loss. 
McFadden  is  joined  on  the  defensive 
line  by  Derrick  Jones  who  leads  the 
team  in  sacks  with  9.5.  Defensive  back 
Brandon  Carr  leads  the  Lakers  with  five 
interceptions. 

"Their  front's  really  good.  They're 
going  to  be  the  best  front  we've  faced  all 
year  and  not  just  big,  but  straight  quick¬ 
ness,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 

Prior  to  Grand  Valley  State's  semi¬ 
final  win  against  Delta  State,  the  Laker 
offense  had  scored  10  second  half  points 
in  it's  first  two  games.  Against  Delta 
State,  Grand  Valley  scored  in  every 
quarter. 

"We're  just  trying  to  hit  that  stride," 
Finnerty  said. 

Martin  said  after  the  Lakers  victory 
over  Delta  State  on  ESPN2  that  "there's 
not  a  defense  in  the  nation  tliat  can  stand 
up  to  us  right  now."  When  asked  about 
the  comment,  Waters  said  the  team  will 
go  out  and  do  their  job. 

"We  haven't  done  that  all  year.  We 
don't  play  football  with  our  mouth," 
Waters  said. 


NORTHWEST  CENTER 

Jordan  Wilcox  consoles 
running  back  Xavier 
Omon  minutes  after  their 
loss  to  Grand  Valley 
State  in  the  2005  national 
championship  game  in 
Florence,  Ala.  The  ’Cats 
meet  the  Lakers  once 
again  foi  the  NCAA 
Division  II  National 
Championship  Saturday 
at  Braly  Municipal 
Stadium  in  Florence. 
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BEARCAT  I  LAKER  STATISTICS 


SCORING 

Northwest  35.4 
Grand  Valley  36.9 

SCORING  DEFENSE 

Northwest  11.1 
Grand  Valley  15.6 

PASSING  YARDS  PER  GAME 

Northwest  239. 1 
Grand  Valley  225.7 

PASS  DEFENSE 

Northwest  169.0 
Grand  Valley  200.0 

RUSHING  YARDS  PER  GAME 

Northwest  1  72.6 


Grand  Valley  1  68.4 

RUSHING  DEFENSE 

Northwest  71 .9 
Grand  Valley  97.4 

SACKS-YARD  LOST 

Northwest  39-280 
Grand  Valley  52-296 

SACKS  ALLOWED-YARDS  LOST 

Northwest  18-107 
Grand  Valley  21-141 

FIRST  DOWNS 

Northwest  300 
Grand  Valley  269 


TIME  OF  POSSESSION  PER  GAME 

Northwest  3 1 .35 
Grand  Valley  30:24 

OPPONENT'S  TIME  OF  POSSES¬ 
SION 

Northwest  28:25 
Grand  Valley  29:36 

PASSING  LEADERS 

Josh  Mathews  231-349,  3136  yards, 
23  TD's,  6  INT's  Northwest 
Cullen  Finnerty  180-310,  2995  yards, 
40  TD's,  10  INT's  Grand  Valley 

RUSHING  LEADERS 

Xavier  Omon-  3  1 7  carries,  1  389  yards, 
21  TD's,  1  15.8  YPG  Norlhv/est 


Astin  Martin-  2 1  2  carries,  1 076  yards, 
8  TD's,  76.9  YPG  Grand  Valley 

RECEIVING  LEADERS 
Northwest 

Kendall  Wright-  75  catches,  1066 
yards,  5  TD's,  76. 1  YPG 
E.J.  Falkner-  56  catches,  691  yards,  3 
TD's,  49.4  YPG 

Mike  Poterson-  34  catches,  497  yards, 
5  TD's,  35.5  YPG 

Raphael  Robinson-  30  catches,  488 
yards,  3  TD's,  34.9  YPG 

Grand  Valley 

Eric  Fowler-  76  catches,  1598  yards, 

21  TD's,  1  14.1  YPG 

Antione  Trent-  29  catches,  332  yards, 


6  TD's,  23.7  YPG 

Terry  Mitchell-  28  catches,  500  yards, 
9  TD's,  38.5  YPG 

Blake  Smolen-  19  catches,  222  yards, 
1  TD,  18.5  YPG 

DEFENSIVE  LEADERS 
Northwest 

Thomas  Smith-  82  Tackles,  57  Solo,  3.5 
Sacks,  1  INT,  2  Forced  Fumbles 
Jared  Erspamer-  67  Tackles,  45  Solo, 
2.0  Sacks,  2  INT's,  2  Recovered 
Fumbles 

Ben  Harness-  51  Tackles,  36  Solo,  3.0 
Sacks 

Ryan  Waters  51  Tackles,  29  Solo,  7.0 
Sacks 


Grand  Valley 

Anthony  Adams-  83  Tackles,  38  Solo, 

1 .5  Sacks,  2  Forced  Fumbles 

PJ.  Beuke-  72  Tackles,  29  Solo,  4.0 

Sacks,  1  Recovered  Fumble 

Jacob  McGuckin-  68  Tackles,  37  Solo, 

2  INT's, 

Derrick  Jones-  61  Tackles,  24  Solo,  9.5 
Sacks,  3  Forced  Fumbles 

KICKING 

Northwest 

Tommy  Frevert-  14/23  FG,  9/1  1  20-29 
yards,  3/9  30-39  yards,  2/3  40-49 
yards,  63/65  PAT's 
Todd  Carter-  9/12  FG,  5/5  20-29 
yards,  3/4  30-39  yards,  1/3  40-49 
yards,  63/69  PAT's 
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Dx.  Rodney  Smith 
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Center 


1206  S.  Main  Maryville,  MO  (660)  582-5959 
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It’s  Crunch  Time! 
Go  Bearcats! 

Beat  The  Lakers! 

Mon,  Tues,  Wed,  Fri.  8:00  -  5:30 
Thurs.  1:30  -  7:00  •  Sat.  9:00  -  11:00am 


•  Eye  Exams 

•  Contact  Lense  Exams 

•  Diabetic  Eye  Exams 

•  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

•  Appointments  Available  j§ft|§f 


(660)  582*8911 
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Dr.  Kim  Gorman  a  Jeff  Farnan 


1713  SOUTH  MAIN 
Maryville,  MO  6*168 
§1  MON  -)RI  9:00-  5:00PM  j 
SAT  9:00 -  11:00AM 


Mozingo  Sanitation 


It’s  time  to  take  out  the  TRASH!!! 


Owned  and  Operated  by 
I  Randy,  Sharon  and  Chris  Mozingo 
Residential  and  Commercial 
1  22  S.  Munn  •  Maryville,  MO 
(660)  582-3675 


SERVICE  LUBE 


15%  Northwest  Student  Discount 


NO  APPOINTMENT  NEEDED! 

*  Full  and  Regular  Service  Oil  Changes 

•  Transmission  and  Radiator  Flushes 


•  Fast,  Dependable  Service 

*  All  Major  Brands  Of  Oil  Available 

CONGRATULATIONS  BEARCATS! 


RVICE  LUBE 

llir 

1321  S.  Main  •  Maryville,  Mo 

i»li^ 

Monday-Frlday  a  a.m.-5  p.m.  Saturday  a  a.m.-l  p.m. 
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Show  Your  Bearcat 
Pride  All  Year  Long 
With  The  Official 
Bearcat  Weathervane 
Manufactured  And 
Available  At: 

Robbins  Lightning,  INC. 

1 24  East  Second  St.  -  PO  Box  440 
Maryville,  MO  64468 


(Also  Available  Locally  At  Jock’s 
[Nitch,  Earl  May  Garden  Center,  Sports 
Shop  and  Carson’s  Bar  And  Grill) 
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Taking  care  of  business 


Brett  Barger 
Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Before  a  game,  Northwest  senior 
nose  tackle  Kyle  Kaiser  chews  two 
pieces  of  bubble  gum. 

On  every  road  trip,  lie  wears  the 
same  hat.. 

As  No.  2  Northwest  prepares  for 
its  national  championship  rematch 
with  No.  1  Grand  Valley  State,  don't 
expect  Kaiser  to  drop  his  routine, 
which  he  has  kept  since  his  sopho¬ 
more  year  of  high  school. 

"I'm  pretty  bad  with  supersti¬ 
tions,"  Kaiser  said. 

As  his  college  football  career 
comes  to  a  close,  Kaiser's  journey 
from  walk-on  to  all-conference  per¬ 
former  has  been  about  proving  the 
doubters  wrong. 

Coming  out  of  high  school  in 
Elkhorn,  Neb.,  Kaiser's  6-foot  frame 
did  not  make  him  a  hot  prospect 
at  defensive  tackle.  After  being 
recruited  by  Northwest  coach  Mel 
Tjeerdsma,  Kaiser  worked  hard  to 
make  the  team  as  a  walk-on. 

"He  was  a  good  high  school 
player,  but  the  concern  we  had 
was  his  height,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 

"Because  of  that,  we  probably  didn't 
see  what  kind  of  player  lie  was 
going  to  be." 

After  starting  out  as  defensive 
end,  Kaiser  picked  up  20  pounds 
and  moved  to  nose  tackle,  where 
he  flourished.  Kaiser  finished  the 
2005  season  third  on  the  club  in 
tackles  (74)  and  tied  for  third  in 
sacks  (6.5).  This  season,  Kaiser's 
tackles  and  sacks  have  dropped  off 
considerably,  but  his  12.5  tackles  for  loss  has 
helped  the  defense  become  the  ninth  best  in 
the  nation. 

"He's  definitely  proved  himself," 
Tjeerdsma  said.  "He  never  quits." 

Last  season,  Kaiser  sacked  North  Ala¬ 
bama  quarterback  Vinnie  Saylor  for  a  safety 
in  last  year's  national  semi-final.  His  play  cut 
Northwest's  deficit  to  five  points,  setting  up 
their  come  from  behind  victory. 

"It  was  awesome.  Never  before  have  I 
scored  points  in  a  football  game,  dating  back 
to  when  I  played  in  fourth  grade,"  Kaiser 
said. 

This  season,  during  Northwest's  28-21 
win  over  Chndron  State  in  the  quarterfinal 
round,  Kaiser's  seven  tackles  were  part  of 
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SENIOR  KYLE  Kaiser,  right,  sits  at  ninth  best  in  the  nation  with  12.5  tackles  for  loss  this  season.  As  a  former 
up  the  depth  chart  and  is  looked  at  as  one  of  the  top  defenders  in  the  MIAA. 


a  defense  that  held  prolific  NCAA  rusher 
Danny  Woodhead  to  16  yards. 

His  performance  was  so  good  that  Chad- 
ron  coach  Bill  O'Boyle  made  it  a  point  to 
single  out  Kaiser's  performance  during  the 
post-game  press  conference. 

"That  No.  58  (Kaiser)  controlled  the 
game,"  O'Boyle  said.  "He  just  stuffed  the 
line." 

Kaiser  is  not  quick  to  give  praise  to 
himself,  but  is  very  quick  to  credit  the  other 
members  of  the  defensive  line. 

"I'm  definitely  not  used  to  getting  that 
type  of  recognition. ..but  our  whole  defense 
had  a  great  day,"  Kaiser  said. 

After  finishing  Honorable  Mention 
A11-M1AA  his  sophomore  and  junior  year, 
Kaiser  was  rewarded  with  a  first  team  selec¬ 


tion — a  selection  that  Tjeerdsma  said  was 
long  overdue. 

"Kyle  Kaiser  is  the  most  underrated 
defensive  player  in  our  conference.  I'll  guar¬ 
antee  you  that,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 

Kaiser's  interest  in  Northwest  came  after 
watching  the  Bearcats  win  the  1998  and  '99 
national  championships.  It  was  Northwest's 
sustained  success  and  national  coverage  that 
made  Kaiser  sign  with  Northwest. 

"A  lot  of  it  had  to  do  with  watching  them 
(Northwest)  on  TV  in  '98  and  '99.  I  really 
didn't  know  who  they  (Northwest)  were  at 
the  time,"  Kaiser  said.  "That's  something, 
coming  out  of  high  school,  that  everyone 
wants  to  be,  not  only  conference  champions, 
but  national  champions." 

Kaiser's  younger  brother,  Brett,  finished 
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Northwest  walk-on,  Kaiser  has  made  his  way 

his  freshman  season  as  an  offensive  lineman 
for  the  Bearcats.  Although  Brett's  duties  were 
relegated  to  the  scout  team,  Kyle  said  it  gave 
him  a  chance  to  get  closer  to  Brett. 

"I  like  it  because  1  never  really  got  to  be 
as  dose  to  him  as  I  was  my  older  brother," 
Kaiser  said.  "Now  that  I  get  to  be  a  little 
closer  to  him,  I  can  kind  of  find  out  what  he's 
really  about." 

As  Kaiser  and  the  rest  of  the  Bearcats 
prepare  for  their  second  consecutive  national 
championship  game  appearance,  Kaiser  said 
there  is  potential  for  the  learn  to  do  great 
things. 

'  I  think  we  knew  that  we  had  the  chance 
to  be  this  good,"  Kaiser  said.  "We  lost  the 
game  in  Alabama  and  I  think  that  our  team's 
done  a  great  job  of  never  letting  down." 


BY  NUMBERS 


Tackles  for  loss 
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Number  of 
All-Conference 
selections 


Number  of 
Honorable 
Mention 
All-Conference 
selections 


Sacks  on  the 
season 


Kaiser's  height 
in  feet 
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Northwest  Athletics 
wants  to  congratulate 
Coach  Tjeersdma  on 

being  a  Liberty  Mutual 

Coach  of  the 
Year  Finalist! 
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Visit  www.northwestbearcats.com  ^  A 
for  all  the  updated  news  and  stats  (X: 

on  your  Bearcats!  Q 
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Northwest  coach  took  program  from  basement  to  national  powerhouse 


Jerome  Boettcher 
Sports  Editor 

It  might  be  hard  to  believe,  but 
Maryville  wasn't  always  a  football 
town. 

"No,  no,  it  was  basketball,"  North¬ 
west  defensive  coordinator  Scott  Bost- 
wick  said.  "It  was  more  of  a  basketball 
school." 

In  1994,  the  football  program 
didn't  look  to  be  headed  up.  After  an 
0-11  season  there  didn't  seem  to  be 
much  reason  for  hope. 

But  13  seasons  later,  Northwest 
football  is  a  nationally-prominent 
program. 

Since  1996,  the  Bearcats  have  a 
compiled  a  record  of  126-19,  have 
been  to  four  national  championships, 
two-time  national  champions,  have 
made  trips  to  the  Division  II  playoffs 
and  have  won  or  shared  the  conference 
title  eight  times. 

The  reason  for  this  remarkable 
turnaround  can  be  credited  to  one 
man — Mel  Tjeerdsma. 

South  Dakota  farm  boy 

Melvin  Tjeerdsma  was  bom  in 
1947  and  lived  on  a  farm  near  Spring- 
field,  S.D. 

He  was  the  youngest  son  and  had 
five  siblings.  The  next  oldest  sibling, 
his  brother,  was  11-years-old  when 
Tjeerdsma  was  bom  and  his  parents 
were  40. 

"I  was  kind  of  a  tail-ender,  kind 
of  a  surprise  I  think,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 
"It  was  kind  of  like  two  families.  I'm 
actually  closer  to  my  (three)  brothers 
now  I  think  than  when  I  was  growing 
up.  There  was  nothing  really  we  had 
in  common  at  that  time." 

His  father  was  a  farmer  but  knew 
he  didn't  want  to  follow  in  his  father's 
footsteps. 

"I  knew  from  the  time  I  was  really 
young,  I  didn't  want  to  farm  and  I 
could  have,"  Tjeerdsma  said.  "That's 
not  what  I  wanted.  I  always  just  had 
passion  for  anything  with  sports." 

However,  despite  not  following  his 
father's  passion,  Tjeerdsma  never  for¬ 
gets  what  he  learned  from  his  father. 

"My  dad  was  very  intent  on  what 
he  was  doing.  He  had  a  great  work 
ethic;  he  was  really  a  great  man," 
Tjeerdsma  said.  "He  was  very  honest. 
'Die  values  I  got  from  my  parents  are 
really,  really  important  to  me... that 
was  thing  I  really  got  from  my  dad, 
he  never  complained,  whatever  we 
had  that  was  good,  he  always  made 
the  best  of  what  we  had." 

Tjeerdsma  went  to  Springfield 
High  School  and  was  a  three-sport 
athlete — in  football,  basketball  and 
track.  While  in  high  school  Tjeerdsma 
said  he  idolized  his  coach  of  all  three 
sports  Jon  Westling. 

After  graduating  in  1964,  he  went 


to  Southern  State  College  in  Spring- 
field  and  graduated  in  1967  with  a 
degree  in  physical  education. 

Tjeerdsma  married  young,  to 
Carol,  and  started  working  right  away. 
He  began  coaching  as  an  assistant 
high  school  football  coach  but  got  his 
first  head  coaching  job  at  Sioux  Center 
High  School  in  1972. 

In  his  first  season  his  team  won 
the  state  championship  and  he  was 
named  the  Northwest  Iowa  Coach  of 
tine  Year  honors. 

"I  thought  it  was  pretty  easy," 
Tjeerdsma  said. 

Along  with  coaching  football,  he 
coached  track  at  Sioux  Center  High 
School  and  was  named  the  Northwest 
Iowa  Track  and  Field  Coach  of  the  Year 
three  times. 

In  1975,  he  coached  at  Denison 
High  School  in  Iowa  and  went  9-0 
and  made'  it. to  the  playoffs  in  just  one 
season  there. 

While  working  on  his  master's 
degree  in  physical  education  at  North¬ 
west,  Tjeerdsma  was  offered  a  job  as 
the  offensive  coordinator  at  NAIA 
affiliated  Northwestern  College  in 
Orange  City,  Iowa. 

Tjeerdsma  spent  eight  years  at 
Northwestern  College  and  twice  his 
offense  led  the  nation  in  total  offense 
and  scoring.  Northwestern  also  went 
to  the  playoffs  four  limes  and  won  the 
national  championship  in  1983. 

He  also  was  the  head  track  coach  at 
Northwestern  and  up  until  that  point, 
Tjeerdsma  was  leaning  towards  being 
a  track  coach. 

"I  was  a  head  track  coach  every¬ 
where  I  was  at  until  Denison  and 
had  really  good  success  at  track," 
Tjeerdsma  said.  "At  one  point  I  actu¬ 
ally  thought  about  try  to  going  that 
route.  But  I  really  enjoyed  football  a 
lot  at  Northwestern  when  I  was  there 
offensive  coordinator.  I  started  to  learn 
the  game  a  little  more  and  all  the  things 
that  go  with  it." 

In  1984,  Tjeerdsma  decided  to  take 
the  head  coaching  job  at  Austin  College 
in  Sherman,  Texas.  He  spent  10  years 
at  Austin  College  (also  NAIA)  and 
said  it  was  a  different  type  of  football 
in  Texas. 

"It's  a  totally  different  world,  high 
school  football  was  almost  overwhelm¬ 
ing,"  Tjeerdsma  said.  ". . . We  had  a  5A 
high  school  in  Sherman,  my  first  year 
in  Sherman  they  were  0-10,  and  they 
still  averaged  8  or  9,000  people  a  game. 
We  won  the  conference  that  year  and 
we  could  probably  get  1,500  or  2,000 
people.  In  Texas  it's  either  high  school 
football  or  big  time  football." 

Tjeerdsma  coached  at  Austin  until 
1993  and  he  compiled  a  60-38-4  record, 
was  the  school's  winningest  all-time 
coach,  won  three  conference  titles  and 
made  it  to  the  playoffs  twice. 


Northwest  and  "The  Staff" 

While  working  on  his  master's  in 
the  late  1970s  at  Northwest,  Tjeerdsma 
met  Jim  Redd,  who  at  the  time  was 
Northwest's  football  coach. 

In  1994,  Redd  was  Northwest's 
athletic  director  and  decided  to  hire 
Tjeerdsma. 

"I'm  really  proud  of  that,"  Redd 
said. 

Tjeerdsma  hired  all  of  his  staff  but 
one.  One  staff  member  came  over  from 
the  previous  staff  under  Bud  Elliott  but 
Tjeerdsma  hired  his  other  three  staff 
members. 

Jim  Svoboda,  now  the  offensive 
coordinator  at  UCLA,  played  under 
Tjeerdsma  at  both  Denison  and  North¬ 
western. 

Svoboda  didn't  get  hired  at 
Nebraska-Omaha  like  he  had  hoped 
so  Tjeerdsma  hired  him  on  as  the 
offensive  coordinator. 

Tjeerdsma  coached  a  running  back 
by  the  name  of  Bart  Tatum  at  Austin 
College  and  had  always  thought 
highly  of  Tatum.  In  the  first  spring, 
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photo  courloiy  of  univcnity  relation! 


MEL  TJEERDSMA  gets  soaked  by  his  players  after  winning  Sunday  at  Bearcat  Stadium.  The  win  sent  Tjeerdsma  and 
the  Bearcats  tc  'heir  fourth  national  championship-all  have  been  in  the  Tjeerdsma  era. 


photo  by  folhe  whit®  1  photography  odilof 

MEL  TJEERDSMA  talks  to  his  team  at  halftime  Sunday.  Those  who  know  Tjeerdsma  well  say  his  work  ethic,  modesty  and  good-natured  attitude  has  been 
the  reason  he’s  been  successful.  Tjeerdsma  says  it’s  because  he's  had  good  people  around  him,  either  way  he’s  impacted  the  University  and  Maryville. 
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Thomas  DiStefano,  MD 

Board  Certified  Orthopedic  Surgeon 
Fellowship  in  Sports  Medicine 


Patrick  Harr,  MD 
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St.  Francis 
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Service  after  the  sale, 
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Here  at  Boyles  Motors  your  satisfaction  is  our  No.  1  priority! 
Our  factory  trained  and  ASE  Master  Certified  Technicians 
are  here  to  take  care  of  your  concerns  no  matter  what  the 
difficulties  your  vehicle  is  having.  If  it's  a  bump  in  the  road, 
or  maybe  a  bump  in  the  parking  lot,  give  our  l-CAR  Certified 
Collision  Repair  Center  a  try  —  they'll  have  your  vehicle 
looking  showroom  new  again.  So  the  next  time  you  have  a 
problem  with  your  vehicle,  stop  by  and  see  Bob  Yates  in 
Service,  John  Mires  in  Parts,  and  introducing  Lesler  Keith  as 
the  Collision  Repair  Shop  Foreman. 
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MIRACULOUS: Coach  builds 
program,  legacy 

continued  from  A4 

he  wns  the  secondary  coach  and  then  afler  that  he  coached 
the  offensive  line  until  2004  when  Svoboda  left  for  UCLA. 
Tatum  took  Svoboda's  spot  and  just  last  December  he  was 
hired  as  the  head  coach  of  the  Missouri  Southern. 

There  was  one  spot  left-  defensive  coordinator, 
Svoboda  knew  Scott  Bostwick  who  was  the  defensive 
coordinator  at  Western  Washington  but  coached  alongside 
Svoboda  at  Nebraska-Wesleyan.  Though  Tjeerdsma  had 
never  met  Bostwick,  Svoboda  highly  recommended  him 
and  Tjeerdsma  went  along  with  him. 

"After  I  met  him,  1  really  thought  he  could  do  the 
job,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 

Out  of  the  people  that  started  in  1994,  Tjeerdsma  and 
Bostwick  are  the  only  two  left. 

So  Tjeerdsma  had  his  staff. 

"Tlie  fun  part  about  football  is  you  work  with  the 
staff,"  he  said .  "That  to  me  is  one  of  the  real  joys  of  coach¬ 
ing  football,  is  to  have  your  staff... you  go  to  fight  that 
battle  every  Saturday.  We've  been  so  fortunate  here  to 
have  such  a  great  staff  all  the  time.'' 

A  woeful  beginning 

But  after  the  1994  season,  his  first  season,  Tjeerdsma 
was  beginning  to  have  second  thoughts. 

"I  took  the  job,  after  1  got  it,  after  I  was  here  a  year,  I 
thought  1  had  made  a  serious  mistake,"  he  said. 

The  Bearcats  went  0-11  in  1994.  Those  involved 
describe  it  as  a  tough  season. 

"We  were  just  bad,"  Bostwick  said.  "There  were 
two  close  games... but  in  the  others  we  got  our  asses 
kicked." 

But  Tjeerdsma  had  hope.  His  team  was  practicing 
well  despite  being  unsuccessful. 

"Quite  honestly,  I  thought  we  could  turn  this  thing 
around,  but  I  never  dreamt  that  it  would  be  what  is  now," 
Tjeerdsma  said. 

The  turnaround 

In  1995,  the  'Cats  went  6-5  and  Tjeerdsma  said  they 
could  have  gone  8-3  if  it  wasn't  for  two  close  losses. 

Part  of  the  reason  the  team  took  a  big  step  was  because 
Tjeerdsma  got  rid  of  some  of  the  troublemakers  on  the 
team. 

Current  offensive  line  coach  and  former  Northwest 
player  Adam  Dorrel  remembers  Tjeerdsma  telling  his 
team  after  the  1994  season  that  he  wanted  good  student 
athletes.  Sure  enough,  those  that  didn't  change  their  ways 
lost  their  scholarships. 

"In  my  eyes  that  showed  me  he  wasn't  kidding  and 
he  was  going  to  get  it  going,"  Dorrel  said. 

linen  it  happened. 

Almost  as  if  it  was  overnight,  the  football  team  got 
better~a  lot  better. 

Northwest  won  their  first  10  games  of  the  1 996  season, 
shared  the  conference  title  and  made  it  to  the  playoffs  for 
the  first  time  in  12  years.  Northwest  advanced  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  round  before  losing  in  the  second  round  to  Northern 
Colorado  27-26. 

"After  1995,  he  said  we're  taking  the  next  step  and 
next  year's  our  turn  and  we're  going  to  the  national 
playoffs,"  Dorrel  said.  "I  was  like  a  year  ago,  we  were  0- 
11  and  now  we're  talking  about  going  to  the  playoffs  and 
we  did.  That's  just  the  way  he  (Tjeerdsma)  is,  he  instilled 
that  into  people." 

The  following  year  Northwest  won  the  conference 
championship  but  again  fell  to  Northern  Colorado  in 
the  second  round. 

Then  in  1998,  they  couldn't  lose.  The  'Cats  went  15-0 
and  won  the  first  national  championship  of  any  sport  in 
school  history. 

Tjeerdsma  actually  remembers  the  1998  semifinal 
as  being  more  exciting  than  the  national  championship 
partially  because  they  clinched  a  trip  to  the  title  game  in 
Maryville. 

"To  go  0-11  to  14-0  and  see  what  happened  out  here, 
the  goalpost  come  down  and  people  going  crazy  that  was 
a  pretty  incredible  feeling,"  he  said.  "To  me  that  was  a 
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NORTHWEST  COACH  Mel  Tjeerdsma  walks  off  the  field  with  running  back  Xavier  Omon  after  Northwest's  33-3  semifinal  victory  against  Bloomsburg  Sunday  at  Bearcat  Stadium.  Tjeerdsma  is  in 
his  13th  season  at  Northwest  and  has  compiled  126-19  record  over  the  last  11  seasons  after  going  o-11  in  his  first  season  as  the  head  coach. 


lot  more  exciting  than  winning  the  national  champion¬ 
ship." 

Then  in  1999,  they  did  it  again  and  this  time  with  a 
little  drama. 

Northwest  overcame  a  two  score  deficit  late  in  regu¬ 
lation  to  force  overtime  against  Carson-Ncwman  in  the 
national  championship.  The  game  went  four  overtimes 
and  Northwest  finally  won  58-52. 

"1  don't  know  if  you  ever  can  top  that,"  he  said.  "We 
just  never  quit.  The  kids  believed  they  were  going  to  win 
some  how,  some  way." 

Didn't  do  it  alone 

So  here  Tjeerdsma  is,  seven  years  later,  at  it  again.  His 
team  is  headed  back  to  its  second  straight  title  game  but 
things  are  a  little  different. 

The  field  lias  changed,  the  track  has  changed,  the  press 
box's  bigger,  the  stadium's  larger.  And  just  last  Sunday 
ESI’N  came  to  town  and  lights  were  on  the  premised  for 
the  first  time  in  nearly  three  decades. 

"It  was  pretty  incredible,"  Tjeerdsma  said.  "You  really 
do  feel  good  about  what's  happened  here." 

But  through  it  all  Tjeerdsma  remains  humble. 

A  man  strong  in  faith,  Tjeerdsma  believes  everything 
happens  for  a  reason  and  credits  many  for  his  road  to 
the  top. 

Of  course  he  thanks  his  staff,  those  who  hired  him,  his 
players  and  all  his  those  who  believed  in  him.  But  most 
of  all  he  credits  his  wife,  Carol. 

Carol  teaches  at  Horace  Mann  Laboratory  School 
while  also  working  in  real  estate  and  raised  their  three 
daughters. 

"She's  made  so  many  sacrifices,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 
"She's  been  with  me  all  my  years  of  coaching...  I've  been 
blessed." 

The  impact 

For  the  past  two  years,  Northwest  football  been 
televised  by  ESPN  twice.  The  economy  was  estimated  to 
make  $750,000  a  home  playoff  game  this  season. 


Thirteen  years  ago,  none  of  this  seemed  possible  but 
now,  thanks  to  Tjeerdsma,  Northwest  and  Maryville  are 
on  the  map. 

"This  certainly  has  been  the  golden  era  of  Northwest 
football  which  we  will  hope  will  continue  for  a  long  time," 
Northwest  athletic  director  Bob  Boerigter  said.  ",  .(His) 
impact's  been  tremendous,  tremendous." 

Besides  economical  impact,  Tjeerdsma  has  touched 
a  lot  of  people.  According  to  those  who  know  him  well, 
Tjeerdsma  teaches  everyday  skills  that  will  last  forever. 

"He's  real  tactful,"  Dorrel  said.  "That  goes  along 
ways  in  the  world,  again  1  don't  care  what  you're  doing. 
But  if  you  can  talk  to  people  and  voice  your  opinion  in 
a  civilized  manner,  even  if  it's  different,  but  keeping 
everybody  on  the  same  page  is  something  he's  really 
good  at  doing." 

Linebacker  Ben  Harness  knows  Tjeerdsma  works 
bard  and  says  it  trickles  down  to  his  players. 

"I  think  the  thing  that's  made  him  so  successful  over 
the  years  is  probably  the  hard  work  that  he  puts  in  and 
his  commitment  to  football,"  Harness  said. 

Replacing  a  legend 

Tjeerdsma's  the  president  of  the  American  Football 
Coaches  Association,  has  been  named  the  AFCANational 
Coach  of  the  Year  twice,  has  been  honored  as  the  MIAA 
Coach  of  the  Year  eight  limes  and  right  now  is  up  for  the 
inaugural  Liberty  Mutual  Coach  of  the  Year  Award. 

And  there's  those  national  championships. 

So  whoever  replaces  Mel  Tjeerdsma  will  have  some 
big  shoes  to  fill. 

"That  will  not  be  an  easy  t.'  -k,"  Boerigter  said.  "A  lot 
of  significant  resources  have  been  put 
in  place  so  this  program  can  continue 
to  do  well.  If  our  university  over  the  D  D  I  j 
years  had  not  supported  the  program 
overall  we  would  not  have  been  able 
to  keep  Mel  Tjeerdsma  as  the  head  DISTI 

football  coach."  - — . 


There  has  been  talk  of  renaming  Bearcat  Stadium, 
Tjeerdsma  Stadium  after  the  coach  leaves.  Boerigter  says 
Tjeerdsma  will  be  remembered  in  a  gracious  way  but  that 
won't  measure  him  as  a  person. 

"His  greatest  legacy  is  not  that  something  is  named 
after  him,"  Northwest  athletic  director  Bob  Boerigter  said. 
"His  greatest  legacy'  is  that  people  or  going  to  talk  about 
him,  reflect  on  him,  reflect  on  what  he's  done." 

Tjeerdsma  said  he  right  now  he  doesn't  have  any 
intentions  of  leaving  Maryville  but  said  he's  not  sure  if  it 
will  be  where  his  career  will  end. 

He  also  said  if  Northwest  won  Saturday,  retiring  as  a 
winner  wasn't  "in  the  remotest  part  of  mind  now." 

He  said  retirement  isn't  in  his  mind  at  this  time  but 
doesn't  seem  himself  coaching  well  into  his  70s  like  Divi¬ 
sion  I  coaches  Bobby  Bowden  and  Joe  Paterno. 

"I'm  certainly  not  ready  to  retire,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 
"I  feel  like  1  can  coach  a  long  time... I  think  I  got  some 
good  years  left  if  I  want  to  do  it.  But  again  that  kind  of 
goes  back  to  mv  faith,  I'll  know  what's  right.  Wherever 
I'm  supposed  to  be,  I'll  be.  Whatever  I'm  supposed  to  be 
doing.  I'll  be  doing." 

Overall,  Tjeerdsma  says  the  important  thing  is  not 
what  people  remember  about  him  but  who  remembers, 
him. 

"Not  what  I  liked  to  remernbeivd  about  but  who  I'd 
like  to  be  remernbeivd  by,"  he  said.  "That's  by  my  kids,  my 
players.  To  see  (my  termer  players)  on  the  sidelines... to 
get  phone  calls  from  former  players  and  then  they  start 
to  tell  you  about  what  they're  doing.  To  me  that's  what 
it's  all  about." 
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Jerome  Boettcher  HjK 

Sunday  could  go  dflaKs  one  of  the 
most  historic  momgjjHHHi  Northwest 

For  the  first  tiJ^^Kce  1977,  the 
Bearcats  played  n^^Vgnmc  at  home 
and  for  the  first  t^HVer,  ESPN  was  on 
campus  to  tele\jH^r 

But  mosyMPTantly  of  all  the  game 
was  the  since  1999  that  Norlh- 

wesU^^HRi  semifinal.  Meaning  it  was 
^jHpffrtime  in  seven  years  that  the 
^Warcats  could  clinch  a  title  game  birth 
in  front  of  the  home  fans. 

So  on  such  a  historic  day,  the  North¬ 
west  Missourian  decided  to  spend  a  day 
at  Bearcat  Stadium.  The  Missourian  was 
there  hours  before  the  game,  with  access 
to  locker  rooms  and  coach  and  player 
meetings.  Here's  an  inside  peek  from  Dec. 
10  at  Bearcat  Stadium. 

8:30-10:30  a.m. 

ESPN  trucks  and  crew  members  begin 
to  show  up  and  set  up  equipment. 

The  highly-anticipated  lights  have 
been  on  campus  since  Friday.  Two  light 
standards,  provided  by  MUSCO  Lighting, 
stand  on  the  student  side  of  Bearcat  Sta¬ 
dium  stand  100-feet  tall  while  the  lights 
near  the  press  box  side  reach  as  high  as 
120  feet. 

Noon 

Northvvcst  football  players  pour  into 
J.W.'s  Grille  at  the  Student  Union  on 
campus  for  the  pre-game  meal. 

The  team  eats  their  sandwiches 
quickly  most  are  done  by  12:15. 


photo  by  kellio  vlulo  I  photoyruphy  editor 


GRADUATE  ASSISTANT  Josh  Lamberson,  left,  goes  over  plays  at  halftime  with  the  quarterbacks  from  left  to  right:  Joel  Osborn,  Josh  Mathews  and  Kyle 
Johnson.  Lamberson  has  been  in  the  playoffs  before,  as  a  player,  most  recently  when  he  guided  the  Bearcats  to  the  national  championship  last  season. 


MARYVILLE  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 


Around  that  time,  Northwest  coach 
Mel  Tjcerdsma  gets  in  front  of  the  team 
to  go  over  the  itinerary  for  the  day. 

Tjeerdsma's  silver  grey  hair  is  slicked 
back  and  he  dons  his  wide  rimed  glasses  as 
usual.  However,  at  this  time,  Tjeerdsma's 
attire  is  a  little  different  than  usual. 

Tjeerdsma's  suit  jacket  matches  his 
hair  while  his  dress  shirt  has  a  hint  of 
mustard  yellow.  Tjcerdsma  dons  brown 
slacks  as  well  as  brown  shoes. 

"I  was  wondering  why  he  was  all 
dressed  up,"  defensive  coordinator  Scott 
Bostwick  says  to  another  Northwest 
coach.  "He  just  came  from  church.  I  forgot 
it  was  Sunday." 

The  extra  day  has  obviously  gotten  to 
the  team  as  most  are  anxious  to  play. 

"If  I  could  fast  forward  to  4:30  I 
would,"  Tjcerdsma  tells  his  team.  "Let's 
be  ready  to  go." 

The  players  scatter,  most  head  back 
home  because  they  don't  have  to  report 
for  team  meetings  for  another  two  hours. 
Tjcerdsma  sticks  around  and  makes  sure 
the  cafeteria  is  clean,  pushing  in  chairs 
and  picking  up  trash  before  he  heads  back 
home  as  well. 

12:35  p.m. 

Back  at  the  stadium,  ESPN  continues 
to  set  up.  Only  a  few  people  are  spread 
out  around  the  stadium.  Members  of  the 
sports  information  department  get  things 
set  up  in  the  press  box  but  it  seems  like 
right  now  everyone  is  just  waiting. 

Though  kickoff  is  four  hours  away, 
sign  of  life  is  apparent.  A  sign  hangs  from 
the  stands  on  the  press  box  side  reading 
"Even  Santa  Picks  Northwest." 


1  p.m. 

"Hell's  Bells"  blasts 
through  the  Northwest  locker 
room. 

Offensive  lineman  Joe 
Holtzclaw  and  defensive 
lineman  Sean  Paddock  are 
the  only  two  in  the  locker 
room. 

Holtzclaw's  IPOD  is  con¬ 
nected  to  the  speakers  and 
his  legs  shake  as  he  looks 
over  plays. 

"I'm  kind  of  ready  to  get 
out  there,  hurry  up  and  go," 
Holtzclaw  says. 

Minutes  later,  tight  end 
Mike  Peterson  and  offensive 
lineman  Kyle  Dunn  stroll 
in.  Peterson,  Holtzclaw  and 
Paddock  look  at  a  chart  that 
shows  a  mountain. 

On  each  step  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  is  the  Bearcats  previous 
opponents  in  the  season.  At 
the  top  of  the  mountain  is 
a  flag,  and  above  it  are  the 
words  National  Champion¬ 
ship. 

1:25  p.m. 

Holtzclaw  makes  his  way 
onto  the  field  and  wonders 
around,  still  trying  to  kill 
time. 

Meanwhile  in  Lamkin 
Activity  Center,  Tjcerdsma 
sits  in  his  office  looking  over 
plays.  Tjeerdsma's  apparel  is 
different  than  at  ldnch. 

He  wears  a  white  polo. 


with  a  green  under  shirt,  followed  by 
khakis  and  green  and  white  Nikes. 

Friends  and  guests  of  the  coaches  fill 
the  hallways.  Tjcerdsma  said  usually  this 
is  the  time,  to  relax  and  talk  to  visitors. 

"It's  nioreof  a  time  to  relax,"  Tjcerdsma 
said,  "It's  nice  to  have  a  little  bit  of  time 
to  yourself,  peace  and  quiet." 

Moments  later  Tjcerdsma  rises  from 
his  seat  to  greet  a  couple  of  friends. 
Tjeerdsma's  warm  welcome  is  apparent 
and  he  reminisces  for  awhile. 

Tjeerdsma's  office  looks  out  onto 
Bearcat  Stadium — an  office  lie's  been  in 
since  1995. 

Trophies,  plaques  and  pictures  fill  the 
room  representing  his  legacy. 

1:45  p.m. 

Underneath  Bearcat  Stadium,  30-plus 
employees  of  ESPN  gather  for  lunch. 

At  one  table,  a  few  Northwest  alums 
sit.  Ranging  from  1983  to  2005  graduates, 
the  freelancers  for  ESPN  laugh  and  enjoy 
each  other's  company. 

"I'm  pretty  tickled,"  Brad  Pace,  an 
1983  graduate,  says.  "I've  never  felt  this 
good  about  doing  a  show  for  a  long  time. 
It  feels  good." 

Soon  after  the  six  alums  gather  in 
front  of  an  ESPN  truck  and  pose  for  a 
picture. 

2:30  p.m. 

Nearly  30  players,  and  a  few  coaches, 
cram  inside  a  classroom  in  Martindale 
Hall. 

Trevor  Nashleanas  leads  the  players 
as  chapel  begin.  Nashleanas,  a  redshirt 
freshman  wide  receiver  from  Omaha, 
Neb.,  talks  about  being  hungry  not  only 
for  Sunday's  game  but  for  Jesus  as  well. 

Chapel  ends  in  prayer  and  the  players 
shuffle  off  to  team  meetings. 

Offensive  players  split  into  their 
units  and  meet  with  their  respective 
area  coaches  in  the  locker  room,  while 
Tjcerdsma  talks  to  the  defense  outside. 

The  units  switch  after  a  few  minutes 
and  meetings  continue. 

3  p.m. 

Tjcerdsma  meets  with  two  of  the  offi¬ 
cials  for  Sunday's  game. 

The  coach  listens  intently  but  when  he 
gets  a  chance  to  add  anything  he  does. 

"We  do  a  shovel  pass,"  Tjeerdsma 
said. 

Tjeerdsma  then  explains  to  the  offi¬ 
cials  that  two  weeks  ago  against  Midwest¬ 
ern  State  that  the  officiating  crew  messed 
up  the  play. 

In  the  game  quarterback  Josh  Mathews 
shoveled  the  pass  to  wide  receiver  Ken¬ 
dall  Wright  but  it  Wright  in  the  shoulder 
and  fell  to  the  ground 

Since  the  shovel  pass  is  a  legal,  for¬ 
ward  pass  it  should  have  been  whistled 
dead  but  Midwestern  State  picked  it  up 
and  advanced  the  ball  down  the  field,  It 
was  originally  called  a  fumble  but  after 
some  tempting  from  Tjeerdsma,  who  had 
also  warned  the  crew  of  the  play  before 
the  game,  the  call  was  changed. 

He  chuckles  as  he  carries  out  the 
conversation. 

3:25  p.m. 

Special  teams  run  onto  the  field,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  offense  10  minutes  later  and 
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ALL-ACCESS:  Players  followed  all  day 


continued  from  A6 

then  fimilly  the  defense. 

On  I  in  the  middle  in  the  field  is 
I  jeerdsmn  ,is  lie  talks  to  members  of 
Bloomsburg's  coaching  staff. 

Around  4  p.m.,  the  team  runs  back  into 
the  locker  room. 

Despite  kickoff  being  30  minutes  away 
as  Tjeerdsma  walks  back  in  lie  shakes 
hands  of  fans  and  old  friends. 

4:10  p.m. 

A  needle  dropping  probably  could  be 
heard  dropping  in  the  Northwest  locker 
room. 

Players  continue  to  move  around, 
showing  signs  of  anxiety. 

Two  TVs  and  one  big  projector  in  the 
locker  room,  begin  to  show  a  video. 

Highlights  of  the  2006  playoffs  come 
on  the  screen.  Tjeerdsma's  lecture  to  the 
referees  at  the  Midwestern  Stale  is  caught 
on  tape  and  the  team  begins  to  laugh. 

Then  the  words  "One  team  stands 
between  us"  fill  the  screen  and  Blooms- 
burg  and  a  picture  of  its  mascot,  the 
Huskio,  follow. 

Then  A1  Pacino  takes  over  as  a  three- 
minute  clip  from  the  movie  "Any  Given 
Sunday"  is  on  the  screen.  It's  a  segment 
from  the  movie  when  Pacino  talks  to  the 
team  before  a  game  and  tells  them  that 
they  have  to  be  willing  to  sacrifice  them¬ 
selves  for  the  team. 

The  video  ends  and  the  room  is 
extremely  quiet  again.  All  of  a  sudden 
someone  yells  out  "Let's  go  back  to  'Bama, 
Baby!" 

The  room  goes  silent  again,  as  every 
now  and  then  players  yell. 

One  player  says  "he's  tired  of  wait¬ 
ing."  But  a  coach  tells  him  that  in  five 
minutes  it  could  be  one  of  (lie  best  days 
of  his  career. 


Tjeerdsma  enters  the  room  and  the 
team  circles  around  him  as  they  fall  on  one 
knee.  Safety  Tyler  Martin  leads  the  team  in 
prayer  ami  then  Tjeerdsma  lakes  over. 

"I  really  believe  they  got  some  doubts," 
he  tells  his  team  about  Bloomsbtirg. 

Tjeerdsma  mentions  tells  his  team 
they  are  22-2  in  the  stadium  since  it  was 
renovated  in  2003  and  they  are  "one  step 
away"  from  their  goal. 

The  team  collapse  around  Tjeerdsma, 
hands  in  the  air. 

"Let's  be  physical  all  day!"  Tjeerdsma 
yells. 

The  players  disperse,  running  out  of 
the  locker  room. 

Linebacker  Thomas  Smith  one  of  the 
last  players  in  the  locker  room,  kicks  a 
panel  and  yells  "Back  to  Bama." 

Game-time— 4:36  p.m. 

"Are  you  serious?"  backup  quarter¬ 
back  Joel  Osborn  yells  from  the  sideline. 

Yep,  that  really  did  happen — Blooms- 
burg  started  the  game  with  an  onside  kick 
and  got  it. 

However,  a  sack  by  Ben  Harness  three 
plays  later  ends  the  drive  and  stops  any 
momentum  the  Huskies  might  have  had. 

The  onside  kick  seems  to  have  gotten 
the  defense  more  fired  up. 

Later  in  the  drive,  Xavier  Onion  runs 
in  for  a  one-yard  touchdown. 

"Nice  job,"  Tjeerdsma  barks.  "That  a 
way  X!" 

The  defense  again  gets  the  job  done, 
with  another  three  and  out,  but  Bostwick 
wants  some  changes. 

"Everytinie  you  go  out,  go  under... 
Hold  in  there,"  he  tells  a  lineman. 

Meanwhile,  the  offense  is  sputtering. 

While  the  team  kicks  a  field  goal,  they 
feel  like  they  are  settling. 

"They're  only  playing  one  safety," 
offensive  line  coach  Adam  Dorrel  tells  the 
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WIDE  RECEIVERS  coach  Travis  Mason  tells  his  players  to  make  some  adjustments  in  the 
second  half.  Mason's  receivers  finished  with  more  than  250  receiving  yards  and  a  touchdown. 
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OFFENSIVE  LINE  coach  Adam  Dorrel  explains  to  the  offensive  line  that  they  need  to  be  more  physical  up  front.  He  also  tells  his  unit  that  he 
doesn’t  want  to  settle  for  any  more  field  goals.  The  message  seems  to  hit  horn  as  the  offense  scores  two  touchdowns  in  the  second  half. 


wide  receivers.  "They  can't  cover  us." 

Holtzclaw's  emotions  that  he  felt  three 
hours  before  tlie  game  seem  to  be  getting 
the  best  of  him.  He  false  starts  and  com¬ 
mits  a  holding  penally  on  the  drive. 

The  first  quarter  ends  with  Northwest 
leading  10-0  and  both  teams  add  field 
goals  to  head  into  halftime  with  a  13-3 
lead. 

But  in  the  locker  room  al  halftime,  the 
team  isn't  too  satisfied. 

"It's  good  thing  we're  not  playing 
chess  right  now,"  Dorrel  tells  the  offensive 
lineman.  "They'd  be  winning. ..because 
it  looked  from  behind  that  they  got  your 
asses." 

And  he  adds  one  more  important 
tiling- 

"No  more  field  goals!" 

Defensively,  Bostwick  tells  his  unit  to 
be  patient. 

"D-middle  guvs,  be  slow  on  your 
reads,"  lie  says.  "You've  got  to  be  more 
disciplined." 

Tjeerdsma  enters  the  room  and  tells 
his  team  they're  close.  He  tells  his  special 
teams  they  are  close  to  getting  a  blocked 
pu  Ill. 

He  reiterates  what  Dorrel  said  and 
says  to  keep  trying  t->  get  in  the  end  zone. 
He  says  be  kicking  field  goals  they've  left 
Bloom:, burg  in  the  game  loo  long. 

"  Thirty  more  minutes.  Alabama's  30 
minutes  aivav,"  lie  savs.. 

The  team  closes  in  on  their  coach  again 
and  his  yelling  his  almost  drowned  it  by 
the  players  shouting. 


"We're  going  to  be  physical  for  30  min¬ 
utes,"  Tjeerdsma  commands.  "That's  what 
we're  all  about.  Let's  go  play  30  minutes 
of  physical  football." 

Second  Half 

Tjcerdsma  was  on  to  something. 

Bloomsburg  begins  the  half  with  the 
ball  but  once  again  is  force  to  punt.  Diezeas 
Calbcrt  gets  ready  on  special  teams. 

The  ball  snaps,  Calbert  swim  moves 
by  the  defender,  jumps  from  5-6  feel  out 
and  gets  a  band  on  the  ball  but  a  foot  in 
the  mouth. 

Though  he  blocked  the  ball,  punter 
Kyle  Ream's  foot  cut  up  his  lip.  Calbert  is 
taken  off  the  field  to  get  three  stitches  in 
his  bottom  lip  but  comes  back  later. 

"It  was  worth  it,"  Calbert  says. 

Running  back  Sheldon  Cook  is  found 
on  the  sideline  and  is  told  by  coaches  he 
will  take  Calbert's  spot  on  special  teams 
if  they  need  him. 

The  block  just  leads  to  another  field 
goal,  which  is  followed  by  another  for  a 
19-3  after  three  quarters. 

Smith  and  defensive  end  'Terry  Bilbro 
hold  up  fingers  signifying  the  start  of  the 
fourth  quarter  and  tjiat  a  return  trip  to 
Alabama — for  the  team,  a  first  for  those 
two  guys — is  15  minutes  away. 

Less  than  two  minutes  into  the  quarter 
Onion  jumps  into  the  end  zone  for  his 
second  touchdown  of  the  day. 

Though  the  team  is  up  by  23,  the 
defense  doesn't  quit. 

On  -1th  and  5  from  Northwest's  28-vard 


line,  cornerback  Brandon  Clayton  breaks 
up  a  pass  forcing  Bloomsburg  to  turn  the 
ball  over.  Secondary  coach  Tony  Glover 
rushed  out  to  the  field,  picks  up  Clayton 
and  gives  him  a  congratulatory  slap  on 
the  pads. 

With  the  game  seemingly  well  in 
hand,  Northwest  goes  for  it  on  4th  and  11 
and  Raphael  Robinson  catches  a  12-vard 
touchdown  pass  in  the  end  zone  with  2:45 
remaining. 

"I  didn't  want  kick  any  more  field 
goals,"  Tjeerdsma  said  later. 

Robinson  is  greeted  by  teammates  on 
the  sideline  including  offensive  lineman 
Tom  Restock. 

"Ralph,  you  should  act  like  you're  on 
ESRN  every  week,"  Restock  tells  Robin¬ 
son. 

Moments  later  Smith  sets  up  Tjeerdsma 
and  as  he  gets  the  triumphant  Gatorade 
shower. 

Bilbro  holds  up  a  sign  that  says  "Even 
the  BC5  couldn't  mess  this  up"  and  Onion 
carries  a  "'Bama  Bound"  sign. 

As  the  clock  hits  zero,  fans  storm  the 
field  and  the  goalpost  come  down. 

Rlayers  let  loose,  far  different  from  the 
silence  just  hours  ago  in  the  locker  room. 

In  the  end  Tjeerdsma  stands  in  the 
middle  of  the  field,  a  wide  grin  covering 
his  face. 

"I  like  night  games  once  thev  start,  this 
has  just  been  a  long  week,"  he  savs  later  in 
the  post-game  press  conference. 

And  a  long  dav  tor  that  matter,  but  a 
historic  one. 


'Bama  Bound 
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'Hound  changes  into  'Cat 


photo  by  kellis  while  I  photography  editor 


REDSHIRT  FRESHMAN  Myles  Burnsides  made  a  quick  impact  on  the  Northwest  team  and  its  fans.  After  injuries  plagued  the  strong  safety  position, 
Burnsides  was  given  the  chance  to  become  a  starter  in  just  his  first  season  of  play. 


Cali  Arnold 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 

Myles  Burnsides  didn't  have  to 
go  far  to  chase  his  dreams. 

A  2005  graduate  at  Maryville 
High  School,  Burnsides  is  now 
the  starting  strong  safety  for  the 
Bearcats  as  a  redshirt  freshman. 

A  second-team  all-stale,  first- 
team  all-conference  and  first-team 
all-district  selection  in  high  school, 
Burnsides  is  tied  for  first  in  inter¬ 
ceptions  (3)  and  third  in  tackles 
(51)  on  a  Northwest  team  that  is 
making  a  return  trip  to  Florence, 
Ala.,  to  play  for  a  national  cham¬ 
pionship. 

For  the  Maryville  native,  being 
a  part  of  a  team  he  watched  while 
growing  up  is  surreal. 

"I  remember  in  '99  when  they 
tore  down  the  field  goal  posts, 
and  it's  just  kind  of  a  dream  come 
true  to  actually  be  in  this  situation 
now,"  Burnsides  said. 

Myles'  father,  Mark,  played 
two  years  with  the  Bearcats  at 
outside  linebacker.  Myles'  said 
the  opportunity  to  play  in  his 
hometown  and  being  able  to  fol¬ 
low  in  his  father's  footsteps  both 
influenced  his  decision  to  play  for 
Northwest. 

"It  was  a  good  opportunity 
with  Northwest  being  close  and 
getting  looked  at,  I  guess,  out 
of  high  school  by  Northwest," 
Burnsides  said.  "It  was  just  a  good 
situation  and  I  was  lucky  enough 
I  came  here." 

Northwest  head  coach  Mel 
Tjeerdsma  liked  the  competitive¬ 
ness  and  athleticism  of  Burnsides, 
which  helped  him  gain  a  spot  in 
the  2005  recruitment  class. 

After  then-starter  Chris  Ter¬ 
mini  went  down  with  an  injury 
versus  Emporia  State  earlier  this 
season,  Burnsides  made  an  imme¬ 
diate  impact.  He  has  started  every 
game  since  then,  starting  with  the 
contest  against  Washburn. 

"He  came  along  a  lot  faster 
than  we  probably  thought  he 


would,"  Tjeerdsma  said.  "A  lot  of 
that  is  just  because  of  his  attitude, 
his  competitiveness  and  his  work 
ethic." 

With  a  defense  that  starts  six 
seniors,  three  juniors  and  a  sopho¬ 
more,  Burnsides  credits  his  older 
teammates  for  helping  mold  him 
into  a  starter. 

"1  just  tried  to  make  the  most 
of  it,"  Burnsides  said.  "The  older 


guys  just  helped  me  out  and  made 
me  more  comfortable  with  it." 

While  Northwest  faced  Grand 
Valley  State  in  the  championship 
last  season,  Burnsides  was  not 
an  active  player  on  the  roster.  He 
knows,  however,  that  while  the 
team  is  a  good  one,  the  atmosphere 
of  being  in  the  championship  will 
be  "amazing".  Haying  in  a  playoff 
game  away  from  Bearcat  Stadium 


will  also  be  new  to  Burnsides, 
who  has  been  spoiled  with  three 
straight  on  his  home  field. 

With  losing  much  of  the  defense 
after  Saturday's  game  to  gradua¬ 
tion,  Burnsides  and  others  will  be 
counted  on  to  take  the  'Cats  back  to 
the  championship  next  season. 

"We'll  lose  a  lot  of  great  guys  on 

defense . Harness,  Kaiser,  Waters, 

Thomas — and  the  secondary  will 


lose  a  lot  of  guys,  but  hopefully 
the  younger  guys  can  step  up  next 
year,"  Burnsides  said. 

Tjeerdsma  has  faith  in  his 
young  strong  safety  to  help  lead 
the  2007  team. 

"He'll  just  get  better;  you  can't 
beat  experience,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 
"He'll  mature,  he'll  get  stronger 
and  faster.  He  has  a  chance  to  be  a 
really  great  player." 


BY  NUMBERS 


Burnsides' 
jersey  number 


Interceptions 
made  this  year, 
tied  for  first  on 
team 


Games  started 
in  the  1 4-game 
season 


Tackles  made 
this  season,  tied 
for  third  on  team 


National  championship  viewing  parties 


Several  alumni  chapters  will  be  hosting  watch 
parties  for  Saturday's  game  in  the  surrounding  area 
and  around  the  nation. 

Phoenix  -Famous  Sam's 

720  West  Ray  Road,  (Cooper  &  Ray  NE  Corner), 
Gilbert,  Ariz.,  Game  day  contact:  Stephen  Bailey 
(480)  899-9804 

Anyone  wearing  green  and  white  will  receive 
a  free  drink,  compliments  of  Steve  Bailey  ('99)  and 
Sara  Wilson  ('98). 


Omaha,  Neb.  -Ice  House 

10920  Emmet  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

The  major  streets  at  this  location  are  approxi¬ 
mately  114th  and  Maple  Street  for  those  who  are  not 
real  familiar  with  Omaha. 

Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa-Smith's  Sports  and  Spirits 
Kansas  City,  Mo. -810  Zone 

4800  W.  119lh  St.,  (Northwest  corner  of  119th  and 
Roe),  Leawood,  Kan. 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  the  game  will  be  on 
every  TV  in  the  restaurant.  There  will  also  be  food 


and  drink  specials. 

Quaff 

1010  Broadway,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  back  room  will  be  reserved. 

Granfallon 

8614  N  Boardwalk  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  fireside  room  will  be  reserved  for  us.  Doors 
open  at  10:30  a.m. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Autographs,  3828  100th  St.,  Urbandale,  Iowa 
Doors  open  at  10:30  a.m. 


Dallas-Champps  Americana 

4951  Beltline  Road,  Dallas,  Texas  75254 
(up  near  the  Addison  area) 

College  Station,  Texas  -  Southwood  Valley 
Wings-N-More 

3230  South  Texas  Ave.,  College  Station,  Texas 
77845 

Columbia,  Mo. -Truman's 

(near  Hy-Vee  and  Shakespeare's  Pizza  West), 
West  Broadway 


On 

1412  S.  Main  St.  -  Maryville,  MO  64468 
Phone:  (660)  582-4641 
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Congrats  Bearcats 
from  your  friends  at 


LERUERT0N  RUT0 

562-4884 


<4 


Take  20%  OFF  any  1  Item 

on  your  allocated  day 

IVX on d ay :  Northwest  Missouri  State 

University  Staff  and.  Students  Sc  NEBS 

Tuesday:  Kawasaki  Sc  LJVLP 

Wednesday:  St.  Francis  Hospital  and 

Health  Services,  Laclede  Chain,  and 

Nodaway  County  Teachers 

r  Thursday:  Federal  Mogul  Sc  Energizer (i 

nnri’t  Fnrcrpl  From  September  1 ,  2006-  September  1,  2007  2$ 

*Maryui/le  Location  ONLY*  *ti 


i^Our  stocking 
^stuffers  from  |p 
Riod’^P^ 


Holiday  Store  Hours: 
mon-sat  9 
SUN  iU-S  4»»J 


Mary  Mart  Shopping  Center  *  1402  South  Main  -  Maryville,  MO  •  66o-f>8£2~83SX 

_  ; _ <a^.v)S£aiKy 


Proud  Supporters  of 
Bearcat  Football! 


Vierthaler  Family  Dentistry,  PC| 
2408  South  Main,  Suite  B 
Maryville,  MO  64468 
660-582-CARE  Fax:  660-582-4505 


Good  Luck  Bearcats 
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Prepaid  Wireless  Offerings 


•  All  Tell  Wireless: 

$15,  $25,  $35  &  $55 

•T-Mobile 

$10,  $30,  $50  &  $100 

•  Verizon: 

$15,  $30,  $50  &  $75  • 


•Virgin  Mobile: 

$20,  $30  &$50 

•  Cingular: 

$15,  $25,  $50,  $75  &  $100 
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LINEBACKER  BEN  Harness  has  tried  to  keep  his  emotions  in-check  this  season.  Harness  has 
built  up  a  reputation  and  had  been  flagged  many  times  for  unsportsmanlike  penalties. 


Jerome  Boettcher 
Sports  Editor 

Ben  Harness  just  wants  one  thing — to 
win. 

"1  just  hate  to  lose,"  Harness  said.  "1  just 
really,  really  hate  to  lose." 

And  it  shows  out  on  the  field. 

Over  his  past  fours  years  as  a  linebacker 
at  Northwest,  the  senior's  built  up  a  reputa¬ 
tion  and  at  times  it  hasn't  always  been  a 
good  one. 

"I  probably  talked  too  much  last  year,  and 
I've  probably  talked  too  much  at  times  this 
year,"  Harness  said.  "Bui  really  as  a  whole, 
I  feel  like  I'm  keeping  my  mouth  shut  and 
talking  with  my  pads." 

Harness's  emotions  have  gotten  the  best 
of  him  in  the  past. 

At  times  last  season  his  mouth  got  him 
in  trouble  as  he  was  penalized  for  his  actions 
with  unsportsmanlike  penalties. 

This  year  his  teammates  elected  him  as  a 
team  captain,  so  Harness  knew  he  would  be 
looked  upon  to  provide  leadership. 

"It's  (unsportsmanlike  penalties)  just 
really  something  I  want  to  cut  out  of  my 
game,"  Harness  said.  "I  don't  want  have  to 
apologize. to  them  or  run  for  them  anymore 
(at  practice).  I  just  got  to  stop  doing  them,  it's 
just  stupid  on  my  part.  I'm  sure  my  team¬ 
mates  get  frustrated." 

But  despite  his  mannerisms,  his  team 
knows  he  will  make  up  for  it. 

"Of  course,  he  plays  with  a  passion,  you 
don't  have  to  watch  a  game  very  long  to 
know  that,"  Northwest  coach  Mel  Tjeerdsma 
said.  "Sometimes  that  gets  him  a  bind,  but 
sometimes  you  have  to  take  the  bad  with  the 
good.  You  have  to  bile  your  tongue  a  little  bit 
once  in  awhile  when  he  gets  a  penalty. 

"All  that  just  comes  from  a  passion  that 
he  has  for  the  game  and  to  be  successful." 
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The  drive  for  success  has  showed 
throughout  his  career.  Harness,  a  senior 
from  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  was  recruited  by 
Tjeerdsma  and  defensive  coordinator  Scott 
Bostwick  heavily  out  of  high  school. 

"We  saw  that  passion,"  Tjeerdsma  said. 

Bostwick  said  that  Harness  actually 
turned  down  Division  I- A  A  offers  to  come  to 
Northwest.  Harness  said  winning  attracted 
him  to  Northwest. 

And  that's  what  he's  been  trying  to  do. 
'Ibis  season,  he's  tied  for  third  on  the  team  for 
the  most  tackles  with  51,  he's  recorded  three 
sacks  and  he's  broken  up  four  passes. 

He  also  was  an  unanimous  pick  as  an 
All-Ml  A  A  first  team  selection  and  was  named 
to  the  all-regional  team  for  the  Southwest 
region. 

"I  think  what  everyone  wants  this  year 
is  a  national  championship,"  Harness  said. 
"They  really  could  care  less  about  the  indi¬ 
vidual  stuff.  Because  the  individual  stuff 
seems  to  be  run  by  someone  who  doesn't 
know  what  they're  talking  about.  Like  how 
we  didn't  have  any  defensive  linemen  on 
the  all-region  team,  we  thought  that  was  a 
complete  sham.  We  don't  know  how  that 
happened." 

Winning  a  national  championship  has 
been  a  dream  for  Harness  and  he  won't  be 
satisfied  unless  he  wins  one. 

He  said  getting  so  close  last  season  but 
failing  to  win  it  all,  left  him  upset. 

"It  was  horrible,  it  was  the  worse  feeling 
1'vc  ever  had,"  Harness  said.  "I  think  that 
feeling  has  carried  us  through  this  year.  We 
don't  want  to  have  that  feeling  of  being  a 
loser  again. ..It  was  an  absolutely  horrible 
feeling." 

But  if  any  good  can  come  out  of  the  loss, 
it's  the  motivation  for  this  season  not  to  let  it 
happen  again. 

"That's  been  one  of  the  driving  forces, 


and  that  fire  he  has  because  he  is  so  dose 
with  (defensive end)  Ryan  (Waters)  and  (nose 
guard )  Kyle  (Kaiser). .  .They're  three  peas  in  a 
pod.  That  passion  that's  been  built  between 
those  three  has  effected  our  whole  team." 

Waters  has  lived  with  Harness  the  past 
three  years  and  knows  he  can  get  emotional 
but  said  Harness'  made  an  effort  to  relax 
more  this  year. 

"He's  definitely  a  lot  more  mellow  during 
the  games,  it  helps  his  concentration,"  Waters 
said.  "...Everybody  knew  he  was  a  work¬ 
horse  and  he's  a  hell  of  a  player.  Nobody's 
had  a  problem  with  it  (his  emotions)." 

The  difference  between  last  year  and  this 
year  for  Harness  is  that  he  is  calmer  before 
games. 

He  said  after  the  loss  to  Pittsburg  State 
last  season  at  Arrowhead  Stadium,  he  real¬ 
ized  he  needed  to  change. 

"Sometimes  that  got  my  way  last  year. 
Coach  Bostwick  talked  to  me  about  maybe 
not  getting  too  pumped  for  games,"  Har¬ 
ness  said.  "I  don't  get  pumped  up  for  games 
anymore.  We  just  go  into  them  and  we're  not 
jacked  up,  we're  just  focused,  we're  just  quiet 
and  we're  just  there  to  get  the  job  done." 

As  for  the  officials  and  the  penalties, 
Harness  has  only  kept  the  penalties  to  a 
minimum  this  season  but  sometimes  his  past 
gets  in  his  way. 

"Like  Coach  T  tells  me,  my  reputation 
with  the  officials  from  last  year,  sometimes 
I'll  get  flags  when  I  feel  like  I  shouldn't.  But 
I'm  cutting  those  out,  they're  not  going  to 
happen  again." 

Now  just  standing  between  him  and  a 
national  championship  is  one  team. 

"We'd  love  to  play  Grand  Valley,  you 
don't  get  a  second  chance  too  many  times," 
Harness  said. 

And  this  time  he  wants  to  come  out  a 


Harness' 
jersey  number 


Tackles  made 
this  year,  tied 
for  third  on 


Tackles  for  loss, 
tied  for  third  on 
the  team 


Amount  of  sacks 
recorded  this 


season 
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Beat  the  Lakers! 


E.  1st  Street  and  Depot 
PO  Box  130 
(660)  582-2106 


Just  Arrived!! 


Motorola 

v323 

$15 

with  2  year  agreement 

•  VGA  Camera 

•  Speakerphone 

•  Voice  Dialing 

•  BREW™  Capable 

•  USB  Charge  Port 
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Motorola 

w315 

FREE 

with  2  year  agreement 


•  Speakerphone 

•  Voice  Dialing 

•  BREW™  Capable 

•  USB  Charge  Port 


Any  BREW™  Package  FREE  for  60  days. 
Customize  your  phone  with  Ringtones,  Games, 
Weather  and  MORE!!! 


1 1  !4-A  South  Main 
Maryville,  MO 
660/582-3334 

www.nwmcell.coni 


.MISSOURI 


7  or  I  isit  tiny  <>!  our  imliori:nl  Ipenis  in: 


Ru.'dvi’itia 

ttiii’k  I'm  I  It  li+iliuiii 
.1(1  '  \\  t  >j,||  si 
<><>u  ’  14  «  1 II 

\  Utii  w 

(  Hu  Kt  uli  t 

7h:  i  ..u  i 

<  >v\  I  |l*  .iml  Noll* 

’h  s\  <  1.1%  n  i 

(ion  ’it  1 1  ‘n 


(JlTtilU.' 

•'I  h  vi!*»n  I  >u  iik  i  n 
Miilii.il  It  it  | (li< > in 
I  1  >S  I  Nnit.itt  ,n  St 
HUH  J  il<  l  W  l 

( .niM! (Hi 

iiyn  .i!  Miyyyy  i^Jioui  >«m  « 

n\  W.iir’sY*.’-. 

(•(ill  Mi  1  l*  ’" 


Jltirlhuilon  ,lyi, 

I  \  M<  l  I  cjt  jilmu* 
lL\\  M.iiii  M 
4i<«0  *Vn  I  Ivl 


Mound,  t  iU 

I  .luixi  IU|M  i  N  I  ol  (il  - 

lot  I  MrtIV  SI 
liliii  4  I.  I  'S 


New  Phones 
a  New  Prices 
Check  us  out! 
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GOOD  LUCK  BEARCATS! 
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Student  Publications 
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“Not  only  is  Hy-Vee  the  cheapest 
place  to  fill  my  gas  hog  because  of 
the  discount,  they  also  have  all 
sorts  of  coffees,  cappuccinos  and 
ready-to-go  deli  meals,” 

Arron  J 
Northwest  Grad  Stu 


NOW 
OPEN 


THE  2006  SEASON 
BY  THE  NUMBERS 
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The  amount 
of  wins  for 
the  Bearcats,  < 
the  most  since 
1999 


The  'Cats  national 
ranking  throughout  the 
whole  season 


The  amount  of  shutouts, 
the  most  since  1 964 
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Open  Daily  \ 

6:00am  -  Midnight 

Pay  at  the  Pump 

Open  24-hours 


Bearcats, 

Good  Luck  In  Alabama! 

Fans,  bring  in  your  ticket  stub 
from  the  championship  game 
and  save  10<t  a  gallon  only 
on  Dec.  18th  &  19th. 
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